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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kagawa 
et al. (US 6,211,681). 

As to Claim 1, Kagawa discloses a method for determining the available power 
capacity of an electric power supply (Figure 1 element 10) connected to an 
arrangement comprising one or more electronic circuits, characterized in that the 
secondary electrical behavior of one or more electronic circuits fed by the power 
supply, such as electronic components and integrated circuits, is analyzed (Figure 1, 
elements 10 and 70). 

As to Claim 2, Kagawa discloses a method according to claim 1, characterized in that 
the secondary behavior of one or more of said electronic circuits in response to the 
temporary reduction of the supply voltage being applied thereto by the power supply is 
analyzed (Column 3, lines 9-30). 
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As to Claim 3, Kagawa discloses a method according to claim 1 , characterized in that 
the secondary behavior of one or more of said electronic circuits in response to the 
temporary reduction of the supply current being fed thereto by the power supply is 
analyzed (Column 3, lines 9-30). 

As to Claim 4, Kagawa discloses a method according to claim 2, characterized in that 
the supply voltage or the supply current is reduced in steps (Column 21, lines 65-67 
and column 22, lines 1-5). 

As to Claim 5, Kagawa discloses a method according to any one or more of the 
preceding claims, characterized in that said secondary behavior comprises the 
resetting or switching to an initial state of one or more of said electronic circuits 
(Column 5, lines 20-34). 

As to Claim 6, Kagawa discloses a method according to any one or more of the 
preceding claims, characterized in that the secondary electrical behavior is activated, 
determined and analyzed by a suitably programmed, processor-controlled processing 
unit (Column 50, lines 66-67 and column 51, lines 1-3). 

As to Claim 7, Kagawa discloses an arrangement comprising one or more electronic 
circuits to be fed by an electric power supply (figure 1), among which electronic 
components and integrated circuits (element 60), and means for determining the 
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available power capacity of the power supply (element 10), characterized in that said 
means for determining the available power capacity are arranged for analyzing the 
secondary behavior of one or more of said electronic circuits (elements 10 and 70). 

As to Claim 8, Kagawa discloses an arrangement according to claim 7, characterized 
in that said means for determining the available power capacity of the power supply are 
arranged for activating, determining and analyzing the secondary behavior of one or 
more of said electronic circuits (Column 3, lines 9-30). 

As to Claim 9, Kagawa discloses an arrangement according to claim 7 wherein said 
means for determining the available power capacity of the power supply are arranged 
for temporarily reducing the supply voltage of one or more of said electronic circuits 
(column 3, lines 9-30). 

As to Claim 10, Kagawa discloses an arrangement according to claim 7, characterized 
in that said means for determining the available power capacity of the power supply are 
arranged for temporarily reducing the supply current of one or more of said electronic 
circuits (column 3, lines 9-30). 

As to Claim 1 1 , Kagawa discloses an arrangement according to claim 9, characterized 
in that said means for determining the available power capacity of the power supply are 



Application/Control Number: 10/765,702 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2838 

arranged for producing a signal as soon as the available power capacity of the voltage 
supply is lower than a threshold value (Column 4, lines 32-41) . 

As to Claim 12, Kagawa discloses an arrangement according to claim 10, 
characterized in that said means for determining the available power capacity of the 
power supply comprise a series circuit of at least one resistor and a controllable 
semiconductor switching element (Column 5, lines 59-64). 

As to Claim 13, Kagawa discloses an arrangement according to claim 7, characterized 
in that at least one of said electronic circuits is a circuit for resetting or switching the 
arrangement to an initial state (Column 5, lines 20-34). 

As to Claim 14, Kagawa discloses an arrangement according to claim 7, characterized 
in that said means for determining the available power capacity of the power supply 
comprise a suitably programmed processor-controlled processing unit (Column 50, 
lines 66-67 and column 51, lines 1-3). 

As to Claim 15, Kagawa discloses an arrangement according to claim 14, 
characterized in that said processing unit forms part of the electronic circuit or circuits 
to be fed by the power supply (Figure 1 , element 110). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chou (US 6,363,320) in view of Kagawa et al. (US 6,21 1 ,681 ). 

As to Claim 16, Chou discloses a tracking and telemetry system comprising at 
least one transmitter and at least one receiver (Column 6, lines 31-33), which 
transmitter is arranged for producing a signal that identifies the transmitter (Column 7, 
lines 53-54), and which receiver is arranged for receiving said signal (Column 3, lines 
50-52). Chou does not expressly disclose the device according to claim 7. Kagawa 
discloses the device according to claim 7 (see rejection for claim 7). It would have 
been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to use the power supply device 
of Kagawa with the tracking and telemetry system of Chou, so that power is managed 
efficiently and power is not wasted on the non-essential systems when the power 
supply is in a state where the available power is limited. 
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As to claim 17, Chou in view of Kagawa further disclose a transmitter (Column 6, 
lines 31-36) for use in a tracking and telemetry system according to claim 16 (see 
rejection for claim 16). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert Grant whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2727. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Sherry can be reached on 571-272-2084. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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